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HOW  MANY  COIN  COLLECTORS? 


From  time  to  time  we’ve  noticed  the  recurring  tendency,  both  in  and 
out  of  the  numismatic  fraternity,  to  place  the  estimate  of  the  number  of 
coin  collectors  between  eight  and  ten  million.  While  we  cannot  cate¬ 
gorically  dismiss  such  a  figure  as  impossible,  the  various  aids  in  measure¬ 
ment  which  we  have  at  our  disposal  suggest  a  considerably  less  over¬ 
whelming  statistical  picture. 

What  figures  have  we  at  hand?  We  might  begin  with  the  number  of 
dealers  in  the  country,  reliably  estimated  at  12,000.  2500  coin  clubs,  with 
an  average  membership  of  one  hundred  members  per  club,  would  provide 
another  25,000  collectors.  The  total  subscription  lists  of  all  of  the  major 
coin  periodicals  supply  another  457,000  collectors.  An  average  of  five  ma¬ 
jor  coin  shows  per  week,  with  an  average  attendance  of  750,  yields  195,000 
more  in  all.  In  1958,  the  last  year  in  which  proof  sets  seemed  to  be  dis¬ 
tributed  almost  on  a  one-sct-to-onc-collcctor  basis,  875,000  sets  were  issued. 
Finally,  A.N.A.  membership  is  presently  in  the  neighborhood  of  25,000. 

Of  course  these  figures  overlap;  a  single  individual  may  be  counted 
dozens  of  times  if  he  is  at  once  an  A.N.A.  member,  a  member  of  several 
other  clubs  as  well,  a  subscriber  to  a  few  magazines  and  newspapers,  and 
so  on.  But  if  we  simply  add  all  of  these  guiding  figures  together  with  no 
regard  for  overlap,  our  “top”  figure  is  1,814,000. 

WHITMAN’S  sales  figures  do  not  conflict  with  this  lower  figure,  either. 
For  many  years  our  best  seller  has  been  No.  9030,  the  35<f  folder  for 
Lincoln  Cents,  1940  to  date.  The  annual  sale  of  this  item  has  never  come 
close  to  our  figure  of  1,814,000. 

There  are,  to  lie  sure,  collectors  who  do  not  collect  Lincoln  cents,  who 
never  attend  a  coin  show,  have  never  joined  a  coin  club,  and  do  not 
subscribe  to  a  coin  magazine.  But  even  by  doubling  our  figure  and  round¬ 
ing  it  off  to  an  even  four  million — our  probable  estimate — we  cannot  come 
up  with  a  figure  approaching  the  prevailing  estimate  of  eight  to  ten 
million  collectors. 

What’s  your  guess? 


R.  S.  Yeoman 
Vice-President  and 
General  Manager 
Coin  Supply  Division 


CHECK  LIST  SALES 

LEAD  MOST  OTHERS 


ILLUSTRATED  CHECK  LIST 
AND  RECORD  BOOK  OF  UNITED 
STATES  AND  CANADIAN  COINS 
is  one  of  the  most  popular  of  all  Whit¬ 
man  items — so  popular,  in  fact,  that  it 
is  frequently  reprinted  in  an  effort  to 
make  it  available  at  all  times  and  meet 
the  ever  increasing  demand. 

Because  of  the  frequency  of  printing, 
it  is  a  relatively  easy  task  to  keep  it  up 
to  date  at  all  times.  Spaces  for  current 
coins  and  up-to-date  coinage  figures  are 
provided  in  each  new  printing.  Your 
stock  of  Check  Lists  probably  moves 
fast  enough  so  that  you  do  not  have  to 
worry  about  always  keeping  current 
copies  on  the  counter,  but  if  you  have 
overlooked  the  fact  that  minor  changes 
are  constantly  being  made  in  this  pop¬ 
ular  item,  you  should  make  a  mental 
note  to  be  sure  that  older  stocks  are 
always  moved  first. 

The  popularity  of  this  Check  List 
probably  lies  in  the  fact  that  most  col¬ 
lectors  like  to  keep  a  perpetual  inven¬ 
tory  of  their  collections — an  inventory 
that  is  convenient  for  them  to  carry  in 
their  pocket.  The  Check  List  provides 
space  for  the  collector  to  indicate  which 
coins  in  the  entire  U.S.  and  Canadian 
series  are  present  in  his  collection.  The 
condition  of  each  coin  and  the  value 
may  also  be  recorded.  In  addition  to 
listing  each  date,  accurate  mintage  fig¬ 
ures  are  given  for  every  listing. 

The  Whitman  stock  number  for  this 
item  is  9091.  Books  are  packaged  in 
dozens  in  a  convenient  counter  display 
box.  Retail  price  is  40<f. 


FOURTH  EDITION 
ENGLISH  CATALOG  REFLECTS 
ACTIVE  MARKET 


A  new  edition  of  die  GUIDE  BOOK 
OF  ENGLISH  COINS  has  just  been 
released.  This  catalog,  now  in  its  fourth 
edition,  has  been  completely  revised  with 
up-to-the-minute  information  about  all 
English  coins  of  the  19th  and  20Ui 
centuries.  With  collectors’  interest  in 
English  coins  at  an  all  time  high,  this 
fourth  edition  should  do  much  to  assist 
collectors  in  keeping  abreast  of  the  very 
noteworthy  adjustment  in  prices  that 
took  place  during  the  past  year. 

The  128-page  hard  cover  catalog, 
written  by  K.  E.  Bressett,  covers  all 
English  coins  from  1797  to  date.  Ex¬ 
planatory  notes  and  updated  prices  arc 
given  for  every  date  and  major  variety. 
All  mint  records  and  pertinent  data  arc 
included  to  make  this  book  as  easy  to 
use  as  the  U.S.  and  Canadian  catalogs. 
In  keeping  with  other  WHITMAN 
catalogs,  each  type  of  coin  is  illustrated 
and  discussed  prior  to  the  listings  cover¬ 
ing  dates  and  values.  Coins  arc  grouped 
according  to  denomination  from  the 
smallest  to  the  largest. 

A  panel  of  sixteen  eminent  specialists 
and  dealers  in  the  English  series  is  listed 
as  contributors  to  this  new  edition.  The 
group  was  equally  divided  between 
English  and  American  dealers. 


In  addition  to  showing  the  new  coin 
values,  much  new  information  has  been 
added  to  this  edition.  Sets  of  Maundy 
coins  have  been  priced  in  Extremely 
Fine,  as  well  as  Mint  Condition,  for  the 
first  time.  A  conversion  table  showing 
exchange  rates  between  English  and 
United  States  money  has  been  added  for 
the  convenience  of  overseas  users  of  the 
book.  A  two  page  listing  of  the  proof  or 
specimen  sets  has  been  included  for  the 
first  time.  This  section  not  only  gives 
current  values  but  also  detailed  infor¬ 
mation  about  the  coins  contained  in 
each  set. 

Through  the  efforts  of  Mr.  C.  R.  Jos- 
set,  Government  records  were  combed 
for  additional  information  pertaining  to 
coinage  figures.  As  a  result  of  his  care¬ 
ful  scrutiny  of  mintage  records  several 
of  the  coinage  figures  cited  in  the  cata¬ 
log  have  been  adjusted.  Others  have 
been  added  to  sections  where  the  coin¬ 
age  figures  were  previously  unknown. 

Other  minor  errata  were  corrected 
throughout  the  entire  book.  We  feel  it 
is  now  technically  correct  in  every  as¬ 
pect,  and  the  usefulness  of  the  book  has 
been  greatly  expanded. 

Price  revisions  were,  of  course,  the 
most  important  of  all  changes.  Many 
English  coins  have  doubled  and  tripled 
in  value  since  the  third  edition.  Most 
price  increases  were  apparent  in  the  Ex¬ 
tremely  Fine,  Uncirculated  and  Proof 
categories.  Coins  in  conditions  less  than 
Extremely  Fine  showed  only  minor  price 
adjustments,  some  up  and  a  few  down. 
The  most  outstanding  price  rise  was  the 
1905  half  crown  which  jumped  from 
$40  Uncirculated  to  $350. 

Collectors  of  English  coins  will  find 
it  a  handy  source  of  easy-to-find  in¬ 
formation  and  an  accurate  guide  to 
present-day  values.  The  casual  inquirer, 
too,  will  have  no  difficulty  in  locating 
coins  in  this  book  and  learning  all  he 
wants  to  know  about  them.  The  retail 
price  is  $1.  Stock  number  is  9060. 

IN  THE 

PLANNING 

STAGE 

A  new  revised  edition  of  Dr.  Judd’s 
UNITED  STATES  PATTERN, 
EXPERIMENTAL  AND  TRIAL 
PIECES  is  now  in  preparation.  This 
will  be  the  third  edition  of  the  standard 
textbook  on  pattern  coins.  Interest  in 
this  scries  is  at  an  all  time  high,  and 
many  price  revisions  will  be  shown  in 
this  edition.  The  type  has  been  com¬ 
pletely  reset  and  the  text  thoroughly 
scrutinized  to  be  sure  that  all  of  the 
latest  information  is  recorded  in  the 
book.  An  official  announcement  about 
the  release  date  will  probably  be  made 
in  the  next  issue  of  the  Merchandiser. 


Also  in  the  works  is  a  brand  new 
catalog  on  Small  Size  Currency.  This 
book,  which  will  be  titled  A  GUIDE 
BOOK  OF  MODERN  UNITED 
STATES  CURRENCY,  will  cover  all 
notes  since  their  inception  in  1929.  De¬ 
tailed  information,  including  number  of 
pieces  printed,  current  values  and  com¬ 
plete  historical  data  will  be  given  for 
each  note.  Supplementary’  information 
concerning  star  notes,  numbering  sys¬ 
tems,  uncut  sheets,  and  misprinted  notes 
will  also  be  given. 

The  new  book  is  expected  to  fill  one 
of  the  greatest  needs  of  collectors  today. 
Work  on  the  book  is  proceeding  at  a 
rapid  pace  and  it  is  hoped  that  it  will 
be  available  within  the  next  two  months. 


INTEREST 
BEARING  NOTES 


Much  national  attention  has  been 
focused  on  the  American  Numismatic 
Association’s  drive  for  its  building 
fund.  Collectors  throughout  the  country 
have  shown  their  generosity  in  con¬ 
tributing  to  this  worthwhile  project  for 
a  central  home  for  this  important  or¬ 
ganization.  Three  years  ago  the  Whit¬ 
man  Publishing  Company  started  the 
ball  rolling  by  donating  a  check  for 
$2,000.00.  Now  that  building  fund  con¬ 
tributions  are  mounting  and  the  pro¬ 
posed  goal  is  well  in  sight,  the  Whitman 
Publishing  Company  has  once  again 
lent  their  assistance  by  becoming  the 
first  A.N.A.  benefactor  with  their  con¬ 
tribution  of  $10,000  to  the  building 
fund. 

Well  known  to  collectors  in  and  out 
of  the  Association,  Whitman’s  Vice- 
President,  R.  S.  Yeoman,  sent  the  do¬ 
nation  with  a  November  10  letter  to 
Don  Shercr.  “The  enclosed  check  for 
$10,000.00  is  to  be  accepted  in  the  name 
of  the  Whitman  Publishing  Company,” 
said  Yeoman,  “where  all  of  us  are  proud 
to  participate  in  the  important  national 
headquarters  project.”  Whitman  and  its 
personnel  have  long  supported  the 
A.N.A.  It  is  hoped  that  this  gesture  will 
be  stimulating  to  all  who  look  forward 
to  the  culmination  of  the  project. 

The  COIN  SIZE  TESTING 
CHAR'F  that  was  promised  as  “coming 
soon”  in  the  November  issue  of  the 
Merchandiser  is  now  in  fact  ready.  We 
apologize  for  the  delay  in  making  this 
much  wanted  item  available,  but  in  a 
way  the  reason  for  the  delay  was  some¬ 
thing  that  we  could  not  complain  about. 
During  the  end  of  the  year  the  ma¬ 
chinery  could  not  produce  enough  of 
the  popular  selling  folders  to  stop  for 


one  minute  and  switch  to  the  manu¬ 
facture  of  the  Testing  Charts. 

While  all  of  these  items  arc  impor¬ 
tant,  we  felt  that  keeping  a  steady  flow 
of  the  popular  selling  albums  rated  the 

(highest  priority,  thus  the  delay  in 
producing  the  Coin  Size  Testing  Charts. 

These  folders,  which  arc  designed  for 
checking  the  size  of  coins  that  will  fit 
in  each  of  the  thirty-five  different  sizes 
of  Whitman  2x2  plastic  coin  holders, 
are  available  without  chaise  through 
Whitman  jobbers.  Be  sure  to  have  one 
or  more  of  these  available  in  your  store 
to  assist  in  sales  of  the  coin  holders. 
Stock  number  is  9800. 

The  WHITMAN  COIN  SUPPLY 
MERCHANDISER  is  sent  bi-monthly 
without  charge  to  all  interested  parties. 
It  is  designed  for  people  who  handle 
the  Whitman  line  and  gives  information 
on  new  products,  methods  of  merchan¬ 
dising,  promoting,  and  displaying. 

If  you  are  a  dealer  and  are  interested 
in  continuing  to  receive  this  bulletin,  we 
are  anxious  to  continue  sending  it  to 
you.  If,  however,  it  is  no  longer  of  use 
to  you  or  if  your  address  has  changed 
within  the  past  year,  please  notify  us 
so  that  our  mailing  list  may  be  brought 
up  to  date. 

On  Christmas  Eve  the  home  of  Rich¬ 
ard  S.  Yeoman,  internationally  known 
coin  authority,  was  broken  into  and 
(burglarized.  The  theft  occurred  while 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Yeoman  were  away  from 
home  for  a  few  hours.  The  house  was 
ransacked  in  an  apparent  effort  to  find 
coins.  Two  small  coin  collections  valued 
at  approximately  $3,000.00,  a  fur  coat 
and  jewelry  were  taken.  Christmas  pres¬ 
ents  were  opened  and  strewn  about. 

The  thieves  were  apparently  surprised 
by  the  early  return  of  the  Yeomans  and 
made  a  hasty  retreat. 


Yeoman  reported  that  the  loss  of  the 
coins  involved  only  a  few  modern  U.S. 
issues  and  did  not  include  any  rare  or 
irreplaceable  coins  since  his  collection 
was  stored  in  a  bank  vault. 

NEW  BOOK  COVERS 
PHILIPPINE  CURRENCY 


A  GUIDE  BOOK  OF  PHILIPPINE 
PAPER  MONEY,  by  Neil  Shafer,  one 
of  the  newest  books  released  by  die 
WHITMAN  PUBLISHING  COM¬ 
PANY,  is  a  catalog  giving  complete 
coverage  of  all  regular  issues  of  Philip¬ 
pine  paper  money.  The  book  begins 
with  the  earliest  notes  made  under  the 
Spanish  in  1852,  and  continues  through 
the  unusual  notes  of  the  Aguinaldo  re¬ 
gime  (1898-1899)  which  fought  against 
the  United  States.  Following  this  comes 
a  detailed  listing  of  each  issue  made 
during  United  States  ownership  (1903- 
1949),  including  the  occupation  pesos 
printed  by  the  Japanese  (1942-1945). 
The  book  ends  with  descriptions  of  all 
notes  of  the  modem  Republic  (1949  to 
date).  A  few  emergency  and  guerrilla 
notes  arc  also  shown  as  a  representation 
of  the  hundreds  of  different  issues  made 
by  forces  resisting  Japanese  occupation. 

All  known  types  of  regular  issues  and 


many  major  varieties  are  illustrated, 
with  appropriate  historical  data  and 
general  information.  Quite  a  number 
of  these  notes  have  never  before  been 
shown  in  any  numismatic  publication. 
Detailed  tables  and  listings  accompany¬ 
ing  notes  made  during  the  U.S.  period, 
as  well  as  the  general  information  per¬ 
taining  to  them,  was  gathered  from 
records  of  the  U.S.  Bureau  of  Engraving 
and  the  National  Archives,  and  arc 
compiled  and  presented  here  for  the 
first  time. 

Valuations  are  shown  through  a 
combination  of  prices  and  rarity  ratings. 
A  Rarity  Scale  is  given  on  page  8,  pre¬ 
ceded  bv  the  following  explanation: 
“Estimates  of  value  will  be  represented 
cither  by  a  valuation  where  this  can  be 
reasonably  done  or  a  rarity  scale  for 
those  notes  which  cannot  accurately  be 
priced.  Notes  which  use  the  rarity  scale 
will  be  found  so  seldom  that  their  sale 
price  must  be  an  individual  matter  be¬ 
tween  the  persons  involved.”  Thus,  the 
Rarity  Scale  is  applied  only  to  notes 
which  are  not  generally  available.  Most 
issues  bear  price  valuations,  and  the 
series  as  a  whole  appears  to  be  readily 
accessible. 

Interest  in  the  collecting  and  study 
of  paper  money  of  all  kinds  is  sharply  on 
the  increase.  The  Philippine  series  is 
especially  important  to  collectors  in  the 
United  States  since  so  many  notes  were 
made  under  direct  authority  of  Congress 
and  the  President,  and  backed  by  the 
U.S.  Treasury.  This  book  should  be 
welcomed  by  any  collectors  interested 
in  U.S.  as  well  as  foreign  numismatics 
as  an  important  step  forward  in  its  field, 
and  should  be  part  of  any  numismatic 
library. 

This  book  has  128  pages,  is  fully  il¬ 
lustrated,  and  has  a  sturdy,  hard  cover. 
Retail  price  is  $2.00.  Stock  number  is 
9372. 


A  STOREHOUSE  OF  INFORMATION 


Sure  you  should  read  the  daily  news¬ 
papers — you  probably  keep  up  with  the 
news  by  listening  to  the  radio  and 
watching  television,  too.  And  you  may 
read  one  or  more  of  the  weekly  news 
magazines  also. 

But  do  you  save  these  kinds  of  news 
media  for  future  reference?  Probably 
not.  Most  likely  you  have  some  reference 
books  on  subjects  of  importance  to  you ; 
and  you  may  have  history  books,  en¬ 
cyclopedias  and  other  works  to  which 
you  can  turn  for  information. 

If  you  arc  a  doctor,  lawyer,  engineer 
or  other  professional  man  or  woman, 
you  probably  preserve  publications  con¬ 
taining  articles  pertinent  to  your  voca¬ 
tion.  These  become  your  biblc:  your 
memory  storage  of  information  and  data 
to  be  reviewed  as  required. 

The  Numismatist  is  published  by  the 


American  Numismatic  Association  with 
such  a  purpose  in  mind.  While  it  does 
record  up  to  the  minute  happenings  in 
the  numismatic  world — and  you  may 
want  to  refer  back  to  these,  too— every 
issue  contains  informative  articles  of  im¬ 
portance  to  the  numismatist  of  today 
and  tomorrow.  Subjects  which  may  not 
interest  you  now  may  seem  very  sig¬ 
nificant  later.  Start  receiving  The 
Numismatist  each  month.  Keep  up  tc 
date  on  collecting  coins,  paper  money, 
medals  and  tokens.  Preserve  your  mag¬ 
azines  for  future  reference  as  an  im¬ 
portant  part  of  your  numismatic  library. 

For  information  about  the  magazine 
and  an  application  for  membership  in 
the  American  Numismatic  Association, 
write  to  Executive  Secretary  Don 
Shcrcr,  3520  N.  7th  Street,  Phoenix 
Arizona  85014. 


Confederate  Currency 
Type  Set  Display  Cards 


1965  AD  CAMPAIGN  PRESELLS  WHITMAN 


Our  advertising  campaign  covering 
the  several  new  items  in  the  WHIT¬ 
MAN  line  is  now  in  full  swing.  Re¬ 
produced  on  this  page  are  facsimiles  of 
these  ads  to  give  you  a  general  idea  of 
their  appearance.  Other  standard  prod¬ 
ucts  are  continuously  being  advertised. 

You  will  be  interested  to  know  that 
these  items  are  backed  by  national  ad¬ 
vertising  which,  in  effect,  pre-sells  the 
books  before  you  even  put  them  on  your 


counters.  These  ads  arc  scheduled  to 
appear  in  every  leading  national  coin 
publication,  and  we  estimate  that  they 
will  be  brought  to  the  attention  of  at 
least  200,000  collectors. 

National  advertising  of  this  nature 
pays  ofT  for  you  and  for  us.  Make  the 
most  of  it  by  carrying  these  new  items 
in  stock  and  always  be  prepared  when 
your  customers  ask  “What's  new  from 
WHITMAN?” 
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Available  without  charge  to  all  of  our  dealer 
friends,  to  better  acquaint  them  with  the  Whit¬ 
man  coin  supply  line  and  assist  them  in  mer¬ 
chandising  our  products. 


Whitman  Coin  Supplies  arc  available  through 
jobbers  only.  They  are  conveniently  located  in 
every  trade  area. 


FOR  SPEEOIER  MAIL  DELIVERY 
SEND  POST  CARD  WITH  YOUR  NEW 
ZIP  CODE  NUMBER 
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